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an object of awe and reverence to the surrounding
population for ages before the first ship, laden with
Feringhi wares, was warped up the neighbouring river.
It seemed impossible to pierce the mob of devotees, and
penetrate to the holy place; but not even religious
madness, not even the inspiration of bhang and toddy,
could overcome the habitual respect paid to a white face
and a pith helmet A couple of policemen cleared a
passage before me to within a few feet of the sacred
image. It appeared to be a rude block ornamented
with huge glass beads (it is really the head only of the
goddess that is visible), but I dare say the Palladium
which fell from heaven was not a very elaborate device,
and yet it saved the reputation of a young Roman lady,
and gave a synonym to an English jury. Before I
reached home, what with the jostling and hubbub and
stench, I was very glad to get back to the society of
clean, fragrant Christians. As I grew every moment
more tired and hot the exhibition seemed to savour less of
the classical and more of the diabolical. At last I came to
the ill-natured conclusion that Satan was at the bottom of
the whole business, and not the golden-haired Dionysus/'
This completes the list of the chief religious festivals
held throughout the year. It is a long list, and coming
at short intervals the interest of the people is kept up in
religious matters. No special day of the week is sacred
to the Hindus, as Friday with the Mussulmans or Sunday
with ourselves; in the shops and fields work goes on
steadily from Monday to Monday. The festivals,
however, give some relief. On these days little work
is done; the religious part of the community derive
benefit from the thought of the presence of these divine
beings, and in meditation on their works, whilst those
caring only for pleasure find what they want in what is
provided after the worship proper is over.